
“Let the house of Israel say, ‘His mercy endures forever’.”  Thus, with the       
Responsorial Psalm, 118, we celebrate the Octave Day of Easter, Divine Mercy 
Sunday.  In these days following Easter now, just as in 33 A.D. more or less, we 
have the opportunity to deepen our faith in God’s mercy through witness to the 
Risen Christ. 

Jesus is the source of mercy as death has no hold on him.  In him, death has no 
hold on us.  And sin is death.  The encounter with God’s mercy does not change 

the nature of sin as rebellion and departure from God’s will, but changes the sinner 
through repentance to a sincere acceptance of God’s will and his way in this life as      
preparation for the next. 

The way we reflect God’s mercy into the world is fidelity.  We can see in our lives moments 
in which we have been like Thomas, setting conditions on our assent, or like Mary Magda-
lene, overwhelmed with grief, or like Peter, silent and sad in guilt, or like the two on the 
road to Emmaus, hopeless and disillusioned, or like Paul, filled with zealous anger against 
Christians: but then the Lord intervenes.  He knocks and our hearts open. 

There is a cost for remaining faithful.  Our care and concern ought never neglect our care 
and concern for those who persecute or reject the faith.  God does not force the assent in 
faith.  There are some atheists who are so close to faith, there are some Christians who 
are so far from the faith.  Remember we are ambassadors for Christ, witnesses to his   
Resurrection who have not seen, yet believe.  May our faith bring others to encounter the 
Risen Lord and experience the mercy of God through repentance. 

Remember the prayer of the father of the epileptic child (Mark 9:24) “I do believe, help my 
unbelief.”  He was looking for something that only Jesus could give.  What we seek to give 
the world is not ourselves, sinful, silly, error-prone, self-centered as even the holiest 
among us can be, we simply give witness to Christ.  He is the way, the truth, and the 
life.  He does not force; he does invite.  He will give faith if asked.   This is a faithless   
generation, Jesus once said, it seeks a sign.  No sign will be given but the sign of Jo-
nah.  That may be one way of looking at the empty tomb.  The Ninevites were worthy of 
repentance, so to are the mavens of malevolence in our day.  Let them be brought to hope 
in God’s mercy. 

 

~Fr. McGrath  
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