
With Memorial Day upcoming and the weather warming again it is time for an  
annual reminder to be mindful of appropriate attire for Mass.   

Please leave attire appropriate to the beach and ball park to those venues.  Ap-
propriate attire for Mass is modest and clean.  The upper torso should be entirely 
covered.  Tank tops and muscle shirts should be avoided.  Shirts and blouses are 
preferred.  Ties are nice.  Head wear is optional for women, and usually men are 
usually hatless unless a chapeau, biretta, or zucchetto and miter is used in     

ceremonies.   T-shirts are tolerated if they are unadorned, without slogans, especially    
profanity, and are not worn, torn, or frayed.  Skirts, kilts and shorts should come to the 
knees. Jeans are fine if intact, or nicely repaired, and fit appropriately.   Sandals are    
Franciscan, flip flops are a bit too casual.  Socks can be a blessing to others!  The point is to 
think, discern, and use good judgment and follow precedent.  Modesty trumps style and 
simplicity can be graceful. 

Preparation for worship begins at home with prayer and quiet to help focus the mind to 
hear God’s word and celebrate the mysteries.  The scriptures speak of attire often.  We are 
clothed with immortality; we wear the white garment of baptismal victory washed in the 
blood of the Lamb.  Remember Jesus’ parable about the wedding feast and the one who 
came without proper attire!  Jesus was speaking not literally about the clothing, it seems to 
me, but about the attitude.  Clothing does not make the person, but may demonstrate the 
attitude.  A uniform denotes competence, training and readiness.  Our uniform is the     
baptismal garment of grace. 

These days we celebrate the Easter mysteries conscious of those who are receiving the  
sacraments for the first time:  the newly baptized, youngsters celebrating First Penance and 
Holy Communion, and older youth, Confirmation. This is a good time to ponder the mystery 
of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and our         
consciousness of advancing over the months and years in appreciation for the grace of the 
sacraments.  Let us ask our guardian angels to help us put things in order – from our     
outward vesture to our inward dispositions. 

Please be mindful of Fr. Kevin Connolly in your prayers.  He is recovering nicely from a 
medical event, but will be out a few weeks.  The rest of us are helping out when and where 
we can.  I took a funeral for him this weekend which affected my availability here.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 

 

~Fr. McGrath  
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